
 

 i 

REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE Form Approved 
OMB No. 0704-0188 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing this collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden to Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports (0704-0188), 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, 
Suite 1204, Arlington, VA  22202-4302.  Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of 
information if it does not display a currently valid OMB control number.  PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR FORM TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 
1. REPORT DATE (DD-MM-YYYY) 
      12/31/04  

2. REPORT TYPE 
Ship Mission Study 

3. DATES COVERED (From - To) 
 04/04-12/04 

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 
A Historical Review of Cruiser Characteristics, 

5a. CONTRACT NUMBER 
 

 
Roles and Missions 

5b. GRANT NUMBER 
 

 
5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER 
0603563N S2196 

6. AUTHOR(S) 

Sean Walsh, lead author, and a team of experts 
5d. PROJECT NUMBER 
 

 5e. TASK NUMBER 
 

 5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER 
 

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION REPORT   
    NUMBER 

Lead Firm: JJMA 
4300 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22302  
 
 

The firms of CSC and G&C 
contributed to this study  
 
 
 

 
SFAC Report 9030-04-C1 
 
 
 

9. SPONSORING / MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S ACRONYM(S) 
NAVSEA 05D1  Naval Sea System Command 
1333 Isaac Hull Ave SE  (NAVSEA) 
Washington Navy Yard  11. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S REPORT  
DC 20376-5060        NUMBER(S) 
  Ser 05D/68 dtd Mar 28,05 
12. DISTRIBUTION / AVAILABILITY STATEMENT 
Distribution Statement A: Approved for Public Release; 
Distribution is unlimited. 

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 
 

14. ABSTRACT   The purpose of this study was to survey the historical roles and 
mission of ships called “cruisers” in preparation for a Navy study of future 
class of cruisers.   The current generation of ships of that name are assigned 
an aircraft carrier escort mission and are specifically optimized for that role. 
However, the first role assigned to cruisers was as foreign station ships, 
independently deployed, looking out for national interests around the world. 
Other cruisers has been designed as sea denial ships, as counter-raider merchant 
ship escorts, as a substitutes for battleships in a battleline, command ships, 
and as reconnaissance platforms (either directly or via launched smaller 
vehicles).  There have been several proposals for cruiser-aircraft carriers 
hybrids and one Japanese class was constructed to that concept.    
 
15. SUBJECT TERMS 
cruiser missions, warship roles, history of cruisers, surface combatants 

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 
 

17. LIMITATION  
OF ABSTRACT 

18. 
NUMBER 
OF PAGES 

19a. NAME OF RESPONSIBLE 
PERSON 
Philip Sims 

a. REPORT 
Unclassified 
  

b. ABSTRACT 
Unclassified 

c. THIS PAGE 
Unclassified 

 
    UL 

 
   139 

 

19b. TELEPHONE NUMBER (include 
area code) 
(202)781-4347 

     Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98) 
Prescribed by ANSI Std. Z39.18 


