THE S#SPE- ST QR

A World Organization Now Includes Nearly 10,000 of the 15%-ft. Sloops

By WILLIAM F. CROSBY

ACK IN 1931, when the Snipe was first introduced
to the public, little did any of us think that it
would develop into a truly worldwide organiza-
tion with not far from 10,000 numbered boats and

i more than 350 fleets in some 30-odd countries.
24 Frankly, if this little 15%-footer had to be designed
over again, there would be some extensive changes
made not only in the lines but also in the construction, to
simplify the work and to make it easier for amateurs to build
their own boats. But don’t think that the amateurs have not
built Snipes anyway. A conservative estimate would indicate
that probably close to half of the existing boats have been
built by their owners, both here and abroad. Building a fleet
of Snipes, as a club project for the winter months, seems to
be a favorite pastime and innumerable clubs have done it.

In a short subject such as this, it is not the intent to go
into the history of the class and its phenomenal growth both
before, during, and after World War II. Actually Spain
built and raced some 800-odd Snipes during the late fracas
and, for that matter, is still building them.

But, let’s go back to just after the war, in the summer of
1946, to be exact. At that time the so-called international
championships were to be held by Lake Chautauqua Yacht
Club in western New York state and, as was usual at that
time, entries were confined to exactly one member from any
given fleet. The big surprise came when it was dis-
covered that for the first time the “internationals”
were really going to be international in scope. Every-
one was surprised when we found an entry coming
in from Geneva, Switzerland. Then came Rio de
Janeiro in Brazil, Portugal and Newfoundland. Boats
were loaned to the entries from Portugal and Switzer-
land, but the others brought their own Snipes, Brazil
by an army airplane.

During this regatta one of these entries made a
remark about not realizing that he had to race against
the entire United States in a regatta of this type so
the Governors immediately took steps to avoid such
a situation, with possible international ill-feeling, the
following year.

At the annual meeting that winter it was decided
to retain the original trophy which had been pre-
sented by Dr. Hub E. Isaacks, of Fort Worth, back
in 1934. A new deed of gift designated it as truly
for the international championship, with but one
entry for any one nation. In the meantime, the then
commodore of the association, Charles Heinzerling,
decided that it would be a smart idea to have a new
trophy just for the U.S. national championships.
Consequently, he designed and had made a special
trophy which has been raced for, ever since, only in
the United States. :

The idea of an international championship really
took hold and the following summer, 1947, 13 na-
tions raced for the cup on Lake Leman at Geneva,
Switzerland. The nations represented included Ar-
gentina, Norway, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, Spain,
Canada, France, Brazil, Great Britain, Belgium, Hun-
gary, and the U.S. Boats were supplied by the host
fleet and were drawn previous to each race. This
series, of course, set all of Europe to talking about
Snipe racing with the result that there were numerous
new fleets and boats built during the year.

In 1948 the internationals, or, as they were now called,
the world’s championships, were held under the Span-
ish Snipe Federation at Palma de Mallorea, off the east-
tern coast of Spain. This federation, by the way, rep-
resented nearly 1,000 boats now with fleets scattered in
nearly every important town on the Spanish peninsula as
well as across the straits in North Africa. The Spanish
Government built a special fleet of Snipes for this regatta—
15 of them, all exactly alike. All skippers, crews and na-
tional secretaries were guests of the Snipe Federation and
Franco himself gave the main prize to be held for permanent
possession. Fiesta lasted for days at Palma, according to
those who were present. For the first time, the trophy was
won outside the United States and the brothers Jorge and
Carlos Vilar Castex, of Argentina, took it back to South
America, This gave Sniping a big boost in South America.

At each of these meets a considerable number of national
secretaries were present and meetings were held at which
just about everything wis suggested. from requiring all
Snipes to carry oars and oarlocks to completely rerigging ancl
changing the original design. Like the United Nations, every-
one had a different pet idea.

In 1949, the World’s Championships were held at the
Larchmont (N.Y.) Yacht Club with nine nations sending
representatives. Ted Wells, the “Wizard of Wichita,” won
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the series for the second time (he had won in Switzerland in
1947). Countries competing this time were Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Cuba, England, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, and
the United States. In point of number of nations entered it
was, so far as we can determine, the largest international
regatta ever held in the United States.

To reduce somewhat the expense of holding these re-
gattas, and in order for some of our friends to the south and
east to get straightened out a little after the series, it was
decided at this time to limit the holding of the World’s
Championships to every other year. Everyone seemed to be
in favor of this and it still holds true today. At the same
time, it was decided to open up a little on the U.S. National
Championships by allowing more than one boat from a
fleet to enter. The new rule, and one still in force, limits
the entries to one boat for every five active boats in any
given fleet. This brought more than 50 U.S. Snipes to the
National Championships in 1952.

On the even-numbered years between the World’s Cham-
pionships, Europe had its own championship regatta and a
special trophy was given for the new Western Hemisphere
Championship. The first regatta for this John T. Hayward
Trophy was held at Havana, Cuba, and much to the joy of
the Cubans their own Dr. Clemente Inclan was the winner.
Because only five nations were eligible to compete at that
time, the entry list was raised to two from each.

In 1951, the boys having had such a good time in Havana
the year before, the same fleets, headed by Commodore
Rafael Posso, asked for and held the World’s Championships.
Jorge and Carlos Vilar Castex again walked off with the
trophy and once more Argentina got a big kick out of it. The
U.S. entry was second and Denmark third.

This past year the Western Hemispheres again came to
the front, this time at Clearwater Yacht Club, in Florida.
Ten skippers competed from five nations—Canada, Bermuda,
U.S., Cuba, Brazil. There were two skippers from each and
boats were loaned by the host club and drawn for just
previous to each race. Once more Ted Wells was the winner
but Dr. Inclan, of Cuba, was not far behind. In order to be
eligible to compete here, Wells and the other U.S. skipper,
Morris Whitney, of Clearwater, had soundly drubbed some
50 other Snipes at the National Championships at Green
Lake, Wis.

And while the Western Hemisphere Championships were
going on, the Skovshoved Yacht Club, near Copenhagen,
Denmark, was holding the European Championships. Ten
nations each sent one skipper, complete with boat, sails and
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crew. This was the
first time this had hap-
pened. According to
the data on this re-
gatta there were more
nations represented at
this Snipe regatta than
at any of the sailing
events at the Olym-
pics in nearby Fin-
land, Eric Barford, of
Norway, won the
series. In order, the
other nations were,
France, Italy, Spain,
England, Sweden,
Denmark,  Finland,
Switzerland, and Bel-
gium. Even the staid
British yachting mag-
azines admitted that it
was quite an affair,
especially when, in
one race, four or five
boats crossed the fin-
ish line in less than
30 seconds. The outstanding point here is that each of these
boats had been built in a different country by different
builders. It was stated that, despite this, ‘t-{le oats were
extremely evenly matched.

Now everyone is looking forward to the 1953 World's
Championships which will be held starting Sept. 5, 1953, at
Monte Carlo, with racing on the open Mediterranean. As
in 1953, each nation will hold national championships and
the winner will become his nation’s representative. From
present indications, it will no doubt be the largest in point
of nations ever held by any class. At the European Cham-
pionships last fall the skippers present voted to bring their
own boats for the 1953 event and this has been approved by
the Board of Governors in recent meeting. This will mean
some extremely hot competition but it will be quite ex-
pensive for Western Hemisphere nations to send skipper,
crew, and boat. However, plans are already on foot to at
least help defray the cost so far as the U.S. entry is con-
cerned. It is planned, at the National Championships in
1953, to have each entry chip in with a certain entrance fee.
All the money so raised is to be turned over to the winner
and based on the entry list of the last year or so, the winner
should receive a tidy sum. Not enough to cover the trip,
but something to get started with.

Of course, the language difficulty still plays a part in
international affairs of this scope, but usually the national
secretary of each country is someone who can at least under-
stand English. In most countries the parent Association sup-
plies a small number of rule and record books which are
translated into French, Spanish, Norwegian, or Portuguese,
and then given out to the local fleets. In most countries,
also, the restriction and measurement sheets are translated,
but Ted Wells, who is chairman of the International Rules
Committee, has had his hands full trying to explain in three
or four languages just how the restrictions should be handled.
During the past year a number of Snipes were built profes-
sionally in both Italy and France and measurers began
peppering Mr. Wells with queries regarding stem dimen-
sions and measurement. Someone had discovered that a
little extra waterline length made quite an improvement in
speed and, with competition running high in Europe, each
nation has been doing everything possible to take every
advantage allowed in the restrictions. However, Mr. Wells
has handled it all in a masterful manner and if he keeps on,
he will, no doubt, shortly be named to assist Mr. Dulles!

The Snipe Class International Racing Assn. has not been

(Continued on page 102)

Championship at Mallorca
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“School Tuna”
FOR SPORTS FISHING OR COMFORTABLE CRUISING

Absolutely  unbelievable untid |
seen. In 25" x 8'3" x 2’
more than most 30 foorers. Just
bring your rods, ice and food and
you are ready o go. We have
provided everything else includ-
ing swivel fish chairs, fish box,
enclosed 4’ head with wash basin,
7" berths, galley, ice box, even
electric water syscem and ''Feather
Tauch™ controls. She's luxurious, clinker buile entirely of mahogany and teak
with bright finish—a Norwegian vacht built by peerless old-world craftsmen in
very limited quantity. Fast and able for offshore fishing and hazardous inlets.

there's

| Custom Building te 60" Mfrs. of * Feather-Touch’

Power and Sail | ORDER NOW! Gershel Remote Controls |
GERSHEL ENGINEERING CO.
Oceanside Rd. Engines ® Controls ® Boats QOceanside, N, Y.

Just for FUN-
. join the thousands of Sailfish
A fleet of Sailfish

costs less than one ordinary sail-

enthusiasts !

boat. Thrilling speed, easy 1o han-
dle, swamp-proof safety, perfect
portability, carefree maintenance,
stored any place. For a wonder-
ful thrill

family with one or more Sailfish!

summer, ll‘lt‘ whole

The Sensational

Jailfish'

Prices f.0.b. Waterbury, Conn.:
From 5248 complete with sail.
Hull Kits from $89.75.

Write today for our interesting,

illustrated literature.

ALCORT, Inc.
Dept. Y6, Waterbury, Conn.

"VICTOR"
NYLON WIND PENNANT

| This smart blue and white, hand-sewn, nylon pennont is of
J delicate proportions and feather-weight balance. It accurately
| shows wind direction in the very lightest of breezes,

| Lucite rad is sturdy and modern, Base is of entirely new design
| which allows two methods of mounting. The solid brass base
as shown in illustration is used when pennant is mounted on top
of the mast. Base is detachable and two brass straps are included
should side-mounting be preferred.

Mylon pennant measures 12 long; 314" wide. Overall height is
1114, Weight complete, 2 ounches.

Price $2.95 Postpaid
JAMES BLISS & CO., INC.
Everything Marine
342 ATLANTIC AVE., BOSTON 10, MASS.

Marine Suppliers for Over a Century
*Dealer Inquiries Invited

Exterior fir plywood beoats are
light, fast, dry, and rugged.
Easier to build. Big panels
simplify construction, banish
open seam problems. Be sure
and look for EXT-DFPA® on
panel edge. It identifies quality-
tested plywood with 100 per

cent waterproof glue. Several

appearance grades fo meet

exact use-needs.

Plywood

® Douglas Fir Plywood Assn, Tacoma, Wn

EXTERIOR-TYPE
DOUELAS FIR
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land sermon, though the clam part of the stew was very
tasty. The southeaster left us at China Point and we fool-

| ishly made vain efforts to sail without wind, hanging out

the main, forestays’l, jib, vankee, and sprit tops1 all at
once, and going exactly nowhere. About four we turned on
the Falcon and proceeded to Avalon under power. There
we stayed for two lazy days.

Friday we sailed up the north shore to Emerald Bay,
arriving in time to get a few abalones for the (Jupl'uili's
Dinner on Friday night, our last night out. The girls con-
cocted a gaudy punch in the removable galley sink, made
leis from an unmentionable source of paper on board, guitar
music was played, and all made merry. The prettiest sight

| of the trip was seen 20 miles across the San Pedro Channel

where, in the unusually clear atmosphere, the sharp sil-
houette of the San Pedro Hills stood out boldly against the
galaxy of bright lights in Los Angeles beyond.”

The saddest part of the voyage arrived Saturday when,
after a tingling sail across the San Pedro Channel in a fresh,
bright westerly, we had to say goodbye to the Renegade and
leave her at her mooring. The crew agreed that she was
indeed a vessel at home in the blue Pacific.

THE SNIPE STORY

(Continued from page 60)

slow in recognizing the importance of the international as-
pects of the class and officers have leaned over backward to
create and maintain interest. In the past few years a few
honorary vice-commodores have been ':lppnililcd among
foreign yachtsmen who should be so honored but at the
annual meeting in New York in January, the Board of Gov-
ernors voted to go one step further. During the coming
vear each of the national secretaries will be asked to hold an
election among his nationals to determine some outstanding
Snipe worker who would be accepted as a full-fledged
member of the Board of Governors next January.

This is decidedly not an “honorary” position but a working
job for someone who can give the time necessary. A small
executive committee will handle the usual run of business
to come up, but when important decisions are to be made
each member will be polled by mail. This will mean, of
course, that each nation will fit more closely into the Snipe
picture and each will have a definite say in the policies of
the Association. It is believed and hoped that this is a step
in the right direction and beyond this we can visualize, in

| a few years’ time, meetings of perhaps the Board or a small

committee held yearly in Europe, South America, or North
America.

The international aspect is not to be lost sight of and
everything possible is being done to give Snipe skippers
from far off Mozambique, Japan, and Nova Scotia every
possible opportunity to take part actively in the organization.
In this respect the Snipe Assn. has even printed an eight-
page monthly bulletin which is sent to skippers here in the
States but also to most of the countries in Europe and in
South America. Although it is printed in English, it is
h'l]l.\"' il]’nl!zi[]g 11(]\V someone {]Il\"ﬂ}'.‘i m;lll:lgt‘.‘i to g('r \'if.‘l]
parts of it translated into his native tongue,

There are active Snipe fleets in such places as the Canary
Islands; Teneriffe; Algiers; Laurenco Marques; Lima, Peru;
Agadir, Morocco; Luanda, Angola; Balearic Islands; several
feets in Japan and a great many others. While the U.S. still
leads in number of fleets and boats, Europe is fast catching
up and while no actual count is possible we would guess
that there are around 1000 Snipes in Spain, 500 in France,
600 in Italy, 200 in Portugal and probably another 300 in
the Scandinavian countries. Britain has around 200, includ-
ing the fleets in Northern Island and Scotland. In South
America, Brazil is the most active country, but recently
Chile, Pern, and Uruguay have caught the fever badly.
Argentina has its own troubles but Snipe racing continues,
more or less isolated.

A number of years ago, the Strangford Lough Yacht Club,
about 12 miles from Belfast in Northern Ireland, sent out an
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invitation to Snipes in Great Britain for a championship of
the British Isles. In winding up, we would like to quote
directly from this invitation:

“There are no hotels near Whiterock, so unless you bring
your own car, when it will be possible for you to stay in
Belfast and motor up and down for the racing, vou and
your crew will have to put up with the Irish hospitality of
our members. If you don’t know what this is—come and
find out. It has been favorably reported on by such English
Snipe owners as have strayed to our waters. If you can come
we will make every effort to give you a good time. Weather
permitting, the Celtic twilight will be turned on at 11:00
p-m. each evening, and the local Banshee is a very fine
mezzo-soprano. Apart from local color we have many in-
teresting and primitive customs; some of us sail our Snipes
sharp end first, as we think they go faster that way; and
others find the metal centerplate so handy for cutting other
people’s moorings that they carry it down even when going
to windward. All our protests are, of course, settled with
shillelaghs in front of the clubhouse, but visitors will be
given choice of weapons, and their Executors may appeal
to the Y.R.A.”

FOR THE GIRLS WHO GO CRUISING
(Continued from page 55)

electric toaster, percolater, heaters, and almost hating to
admit it, Mrs. Farmnsworth adds, two electric blankets. A
good, hearty cold-weather lunch that is one of her specialties
sounds delicious and can be made entirely in a double boiler.
She combines one can of undiluted chicken noodle soup
and one of cream of celery or mushroom, one can of evap-
orated milk and two cans of lobster meat, cut up. Just before
serving add two tablespoons of bourbon. This is served with
toasted English muffins, fruit and brownies or cookies (never
cake, as it is too apt to get in a mess). Like the majority of

AUTO
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PREVENTS TROUBLE BEFORE IT HAPPENS!
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others, her preference ftn"('unkim._ﬁ utensils is stainless steel,

Before shipping Laughing Gull to Norway, Mrs. Chubb
completely stocked the boat with food for five persons for
three weeks. They had been warned they would have great
difficulty buying anything. Coffee, sug:u'.‘ cheese and choco-
late were rationed—chicken was unobtainable—vegetables
scarce except cabbage, and no citrus fruits at all. Meat, fish.
and Norwegian canned goods were plentiful, also cherries,
strawberries, hot house tomatoes and milk if vou brought
your own bottle, They had no problems with the language
is almost every 12-year-old speaks English, and only once
during their entire stay did she find herself in a slmp'\\'herc
no one spoke English. She had a phrase book, but to the
children’s joy came home with a huge steak weighing two
kilos instead of two pounds. When lobsters are served
aboard Laughing Gull, they are served with an old fashioned
can opener for each pt—:rsnﬁ.

As most of us know, Caribbee has made herself a famous
ocean racing and cruising record, Last summer she raced
from Bermuda to England following the Bermuda Race, and
while Mrs. Mitchell was not aboard, she had much to do
with provisioning the boat. Both she and her husband are
great cooks and gourmets, and he was most pleased to find
how satisfactory canned food could be over a period of
time. There were nine on board for 21 davs and there was
no ice even at the start. The only fresh foods were cabbages,
onions, eggs (which had been coated), and part of the potato
supply. They had a good canned bread. Obviously cooking
on that trip was a full time job and the man who did it man-
aged so well—not only planning and shopping, but even
more important, in the actual preparation of the meals—that
no one felt any real lack of fresh things in his diet.

The problem of no ice comes again from Mrs. Brown and
Mrs. Warden, who were amazed to find how well they
managed in the Virgin Islands. Eggs and butter kept two
weeks, bread five days, milk two. At Roadtown. Tortola.
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Guards Against Damage from Overheating or Drop in Oil Pressure

Prevent a cracked block, broken manifold, burned
valyes, burned-out bearings, and other costly damage
by installing the new Sudbury Automatic ENGINE
ALARM. 1t warns you before engine overheats if
something goes wrong—or not to start if excessive
heat has built up after a short stop. Also if oil pres-
sure drops. Remarkably lmv-price:{T

Avoids Risk of Oil Failure

If your engine does not build up over 2 Ibs. oil pres-
sure within 90 seconds after starting, the Automatic
ENGINE ALARM repeats its loud buzzer and flash-
AND OIL ing red light until you stop. When under way you get

the same instant warning of a broken oil line, pump

PRESSURE failure or if you should run short of oil and the pres-
- sure drops to below 2 Ibs.

Saves Engine Wear

The Automatic ENGINE ALARM also prevents
danger from overheating. If your water pump belt
should slip or break—sea scoop becomes filled with
seaweed or grass—oil cooler plugged with foreign
matter—or if for any other reason the engine tem-
perature got up to 200 degrees, the same buzzer and
flasher says STOP and see what’s wrong.

Don't risk going without it this summer—
see your dealer or use coupon on page 5.

SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 933, South Sudbury, Mass.

LIKE YOUR DOCTOR
CHECKS YOUR
TEMPERATURE AND BLOOD

PRESSURE, THIS

NEW DEVICE KEEPS

CONSTANT WATCH
OVER ENGINE
TEMPERATURE

Add this"Engine Doctor'"
to your erew for only $19.95!
It may save you annoying
del dangerous engine
failure at sen or expensive
repair bills this summer.

Dealers: Wiite for
Special Offer.
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Attracts

Your Attention
When Attention is Needed!

It's a chore to watch instrument
panels as closely as they should be
watched, For greater relaxation and
more boating enjoyment, let the
Sudbury Automatic ENGINE
ALARM tell you, instead of wa ch-

ing gauges all the time, Especialiy
appreciated on flyving bridges and
auxiliaries,

Cleverly engineered and i
tively designed, it is a han
addition to your instrument ps
contributes a greater sense of secu-
rity on any boat.

$19.95 for 6-Volt Systems
$20.95 for 12-Volt Systems
$22.95 for 32-Volt Systems
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